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Two ANNAS

NON-EDIBLE OILS OF INDIA
Q1L CONSUMPTION IN SOAPS

Our annual consumption of soap in the Indian
Union may be taken at 30 crore pounds of soap at
a lb per head. After making due allowance. for
fillers like silicate etc. this quantity would consume
roughly 75000 tons of oils. At present edible oils
like cocoanut and groundnut oils are mainly used
for this with some addition of mahuwa, castor oil,
tallow and rosin.

NON-EDIBLE OILS

® There is a great shortage of edible oils in our
country. The total oil and resources available for
edible purposes provide approximately half an ounce
per day per person as against two ounces as per
nutritional minimum requirements. It will be a big
contribution, therefore, towards relieving this oil
shortage if the edible oils used in soaps and other
industries can be released and replaced by non-
edible oils. in India we have a number of trees like
neem, baranj, busum, sal, plam and others which
vield oil-bearing seeds. Unfortunately, there is
practically no information regarding the quantity
of oil seeds available from these trees nor'regarding
the quantities crushed. But it is certain that only
. a negligible proportion of this source is tapped at
present. If full use is made of these non-edible oils
they will contribute notless than one third of the
_quantity of oils used in soaps at present, i. e. about
25000 tons of oil per year.

THE PROBLEM

Excepting a few big concernst¥like the Calcutta
Chemicals, the Godrej, the Kerala Soap Institute,
the Limda Soap Works of Calicut which consume
certain quantities of neem oil, there is little demand
for non-edible oils. The reasons may be that (1)
these trees are scattered and their seeds ripen in
the rainy season, thus presenting the problem of
seed collection; (2) most of these non-edible oils
are unsaturated and possess bad odour and do not
make good soaps if used in their raw form; and (3)
most of the soaperies are ill-equipped for processing
these oils.

: REMEDIES

= If the non-edible oils are to be utilized, the
problem »will have to be solved on all the three
fronts. Proper collection of seeds will have to be
organized with initial subsidy from the State, if
necessary. The drawbacks of the oils will have to
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be removed by refining and hydrogenating them.
Treating the oils thus is not only necessary but also
advantageous, because it will raise the proportion
of non-edible oils used in soaps up to 75% from 25%
that can be used if they are not treated; it will
tremendouslyimprove the quality of soap by reducing
its rapid wearing; and, the cost of treating these
oils will be more than met by the high prices that
they will fetch. These non-edible oils are generally
available cheaper by about 5 to 6 rupees a tin of
35 Ibs. than groundnut and cocoanut oils at the
present ‘market rates. Refining and hydrogenating
will raise the cost from 174 rupees to about Rs. 23
but these can easily be sold to the soap industries
at Rs. 28 per tin.

Once the Government decides the line of action,
it will be easy to commence wozk. The refining and
hydrogenating factories in the Indian Union convert-
ed roughly about onz lakh tons of edible oils into
hydrogenated oils  for civilian purposes in 1946.
Their function in this direction is, to say ‘the least,
of a doubtful nature, but they can be switched on
to the treatment of non-edible oils with greater
advantage both to themselves and to the nation.
Even on a rough estimate, they can fully engage
one-fourth of the refining and hydrogenating
factories working in the Indian Union in 1946, It
is well to remember that these factories refined
and hydrogenated edible oils not only for edible
purposes but also for industrial uses such as manu-
facture of gyod ‘quality soaps, glycerine, certain
pharmaceutical preparations and a number of other
articles. There is an increasing demand for hydro-
genated oils from the soaperies, because such oils
make for quality soaps. These factories can certainly
supply this much felt need. Only they have to take
to non-edible otls in place of edible ones.

Lastly to make sure of the use of the non-edible
oils in the manufacture of soaps, the distribution
of caustic soda should be regulated. [t will have
to be made compulsory for soap factories to utilize
certain proportion of non-edible oils in their soaps.
This compulsion will, of course, be necessary only
till these oils are not refined and hydrogenated.
Once they are so treated, they will create a natural
demand for themselves.

OIL CAKES:

There is another point of view from which
this question has to be examined. The utilization
of non-edible oils will automatically supply oil cakes
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endowed with these qualities are its natural
protectors. The world at large has not still accepted
ahvmsa in this sense. India has accepted it more or
less but not in a comprehensive manner. The
Ashram holds that ahimsa should be universal in
scope, and that society can be built up on the
foundations of ahimsa. It conducts experiments
with this end in view, but these have not been
very successful, I have been unable to cite in this
chapter much that would hearten the votary of
ahimsa. This does not apply of course to ahimsa
as applied to politics, to which I propose to tevote
a separate * chapter. ‘

(To be continued )

NEMESIS OF NEPOTISM

Some time ago two scholars, in China, were
overheard talking in this strain: .

“Why does every one who becomes an official
turn out to be such a bad man? " asked one of
the other. S

The other answered, “ Oh! it is not that: you
have your facts upside down. Anybody in China
who is already rotten, will turn out to be a
successful official.”

" I was reminded of this the other day when I
heard a number of selfless social workers discussing
the curse of corruption which has assumed,
unfortunately, the magnitude of a major malady
since the fateful 15th August, 1947.

The causes of the ‘curse’, in question, are many.
But I am coficerned at the moment with only one
of these, namely, Nepotism. When those in office,
big or small, confer appointments and other favours
on their relatives and friends not on the sole
consideration of strict justice to, or intrinsic merit
of, the beneficiaries, but as if the latter were their
grandsons or nephews, ( which the word “nepotism™
derivatively signifies), a double derogation of the
divine is committed, that is, of the virtuous, and

the worthwhile, —inasmuch as Merit is ignored
and Demerit is encouraged.
Now, when virtue,—using the term in its

broadest sense—is dishonqured Nemesis sets in
and without fail, sooner or later, overtakes him,
who provokes her righteous wrath. Apart, however,
from the retribution, which may be meted but
eventually to the individual concerned, there is
a collateral devaluation and degradation of those
values and verities which constitute the crux and
core of civilization.

And, pray, why this murder of Merit? So that
the - “ murderers” may -gather more and more
of mere things,— the tinsels and trinkets of the
world ? Indeed, as the author of No Retreat from
Reason says:

“Tha rescue of political, of social, of spiritual
values, crushed by the weight of things, is becoming
the crueial issue of the will to survive.”

Truth to tell, the tragedy of the modern age
is due to the fact, to quote again the above author,
that we have ‘‘ substituted for an interest in the

* This chapter was never written.— V. G. D.

. three hundred million bullets. .

salvation of our souls, faith in the beneficence of

material gain."” i
However, was it not to make us conscious of

this consuming disease of the twentieth century
that Gandhiji came and lived among us? Did he,
then, labour and teach in vain? If so, then, we
shall have killed him not with three but with

- ’ G. M.
“«THE SUPER BOMB?”

A Globe news message tells us that in America
they have discovered a new Atomic Super Bomb,
a thousand times as violent as the Atom Bomb.
This is prepared not from uranium but from heavy
hydrogen.

While the common people everywhere are

‘anxiously awaiting for the return of peace, the

authorities in power in many nations are planning

" large-scale destruction. The lessons of the last two

wars appear to have been lost as far as this section
of humanity is concerned. We are told that Russia
is persistently strengthening its armed forces and
having big air parades to demonstrate their might.
Marshal Stalin's son,” Major General Vassili Stalin,
is holding a demonstration to show the possibilities
of jet plane aerial battle and according to Reuter's
report, the Russians are gloating over their achieve-
ments as compared to the preparation of the Allies.

This state of affairs does not begin and end
with Europe. Even our poor country has to spend
what little wealch it produces in carrying out an
ambitious programme to build up the Royal Indian
Air Force, the objective being to make it the
most powerful air force in the East. The Govern-
ment of India are hoping that within about 20
months the Indian Air  Force will have 4 more
fighter squadrons including a Bomber squadron and
a jet squadron along with the latest types of jet
air-craft. More than the expenses involved, what 1s
perturbing is the mentality behind this programme.
It shows that our leaders are pinning their Afaith
to armed forces in spite of the disastrous experience
of Japan so near us.

In building up our Navy we have to look to
the scrap heap of other Naval powers. We
are picking the cast off clothing and over size
boots while the other nations are building
more modern types of battleships. We provide
+hem market for their second-hand goods | Recently,
the Royal Indian Navy took over H. M. S.
“ Achilles” and Lord Mountbatten hoped that we
would buy a couple of Air-craft carriers and
cruisers. These are ways of Great Britain settling
her accounts with us and coaching us up to take
up her discarded arms at fabulous prices.

With the attainment of freedom we had hoped
that our leaders will show the world that India
believes that violence never settles the dispute but
understanding and friendliness will always call for
mutual goodwill. Therefore, it is time that people
took a genuine interest in the affairs of the Srate
and acted as a check in the all-out violent
programme that is before our country.

J. C. KUMARAPPA
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ing unrealized, on the date of his birth cheers up
a little, if for no other reason than that of having
H AR II AN succeeded in living upto an old age. He may have
: ' been happy or unhappy during his life, and may
have even often wished to be relieved of life, still
there is an inner urge to feel grateful for having
been gifted with longevity. And this manifests itself
AUGUST FIFTEENTH in a strong or weak manner on the birthday.

The twinibrothers— Hind ands.Pakistan — com-  Lhere is, perhaps; an unconscious faith that his

plete their first year today. In keeping with the mere existence Is a.boon.
general condition of life and health of children in So Jlet us cheer up on this important day of
India, the first year has been precarious to the life” our national life. Let us not look at the world
and health of both. Both have passed through from that side only which is gloomy with dark
severest crises, and one cannot still confidently say  clouds, but also in the direction from which they
that they have safely passed the period over. One disappear.
does HOE know what the next few yestsiare likely« Like Rama and Bharat, both born almost on
to .brmg. The fact that the adve'rsmn'es Fhrough the aame’ dayir-the - peonle iob Eind land Dakieon
which the country has passed and is s'tlll_ likely to Fe ‘and onghet to be like one soul i we bolis
pass are more man-made than nalf,nre-mfhcted and Thet aeident ot bavirs. two bodice b bioiah
Prought about by every type of mbun?an cond_u €t about their nursing by two different mothers, who
imaginable adds to t'he regret. In thl.s be;.lunfl‘ﬂ are jealous of each other. Consequently the twins
conntryyof ours. 'soirichly er}.dowed with gifts of have not been as happy as they should have been ™
Satuzs man alone has been VI.IE anf:l .the enemy: of during the year. Even Rama and Bharat had to
his own kind and of everything divine and noble :
S pass a period of fourteen unhappy years. The
in him. It takes HAEUTE thoqsands of years L0/ Lo~ period saw the death of the father, the abduction
duce a man, who attains during the span of his life, x i : e
as near an approach to Divinity as one can conceive Pf Sita and a perilous war w1th'Ra‘vana. Stmilarly,
it may be that bad times are still in store for us.

i being. A ki idenc duced :

iniamosts] SR e ]E"rov ZRCe PEOCHCEE O But that should not allow us to lose hope. Like

such among us in our own time. But folly persuaded : :
Rama and Bharat we must resolve to valiantly

i i, USRS G oy ek bt o o 4 vl e
live longer, the further development of the Divine gut oW scilvc_zs, rememberingithat fhehtn . vy, qf
b e il wrat ity oon o hatn fighting evil is not the employment of greater evil
And so we killed him with our own hands. This !mt of ELCaLeE .gOOd' Wemay otimay mofisucceed
event too took place in the first year of these twins. . "oooving ev.nl from th? WoE L ut o sire olvel
as Gandhiji did, that it shall not be said of us
The two children—1India and Pakistan—have that we gave up resistance to evil in despair, and
been continuously ill, unhappy and naughty. All knelt down before it. Let us not give up the hope
these heartf-rer.lding circumstances depress several that the people of the two Dominions some day
of us and incline them towards pessimism. I have  will get over all these evils, and enjoy healthy,
received letters on the‘ occasion of the first birth-  vigorous and peaceful life, and live with the same
day. They read more like letters of condolence and  concord as Rama and Bharat. May God's grace™
self—pitg rathe;:1 than cheer and faith. While T descend upon us. =
sympathize with this lamentation, T do not wish to e gy
encourage it. You do not see even a young widowed Sy LG g
mother mourning the birth or birthday of her . :
child, even though the child ha:z not kept good The Nntmm?] e :
health during the year and B e »I had refrained from entering into the controversy
its father. No man wants to look sad on one's bet.ween Vande Mataram and  Jana-gana-mana,
birthday, simply because one has not e el which seems to be going on for some time. A fair
and is still on the sick-bed, and has also suffered correspondent desires me to express 2 g
heavily during the preceding year. There is some. She herself has pleaded for the second and advanced
thing in the phenomenon of birth itself, which one several reasons in support of her choice.

August 15 ; 1948

associates .W_ith its date, and which, in spite of all The fact is that in matters like these, the
the adversities of the preceding year, fills one with  opinion is formed first and reasons come in later.
the hope of a better life in the future. And the opinion is not formed on grounds of

The instinct to feel cheerful on one's birthday ;easc_m, St by the ac\.peal & mekesitoiont sears ]
is not meaningless, The birth of a life is the birth . >0 | 4° 1Ot wish to put forth any grounds.
of a fresh hope of achieving something. The birth- All I shall say is that while I like Vande Mataram,
-_day reinforces that hope. Life and hope are [ like Jana-gana-mana better, But I would abide
inseparable from each other. Even a person who PY the decision of the Central Government what-
has completed a hundred years and is lying helpless - ©Ver it is, and accept it with all my heart.
in the bed and is not conscious of desires remain- New Delhi, 4-8-'48 : K G M
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VEGETABLE GHEE

I have received some correspondence blaiming
me for not having stressed the point of vegetable
ghee ever since my taking over charge of Harijan.
That is true. Perhaps I can give a very long list
of subjects on which Gandhiji wrote, but I have

not. Simply because I have accepted the burden of -

Harijan, 1 cannot replace Gandhiji. But one of the
reasons for not referring to the question of
vegetable ghee was that so far there was nothing
extra which I could add to what Gandhiji himself
had said or done in the matter. However, I may
inform the readers that the Go-seva Sangh,
Weardha, has not at all slept over the matter. It
has been energetically pursuing it and pressing it
upon the authorities.

To me, the question is important on moral
gtounds, before which those pertaining to health
and economics become subordinate. The vegetable
ghee has its economic importance more for its
capacity of being adulterated with genuine ghee
than other factors. This has corrupted and has
¥'been corrupting the morals of the villagers as well
as the traders. The number of people who prefer
the vegetable ghee as such are few. They, too, have
taken to it because they realized that even when
they went in for the purchase of putre ghee, the
substance  they got was more or less Vanaspati
mixed with a little genuine ghee and charged at a
price greater than that of the Vanaspati. A great

majority of people still try to buy ghee and pay

for it a price which is much higher than- that of .

the ' Vanaspati, but get a substance adulterated with
Vanaspati. Even peasants have learnt the trick of

mixing it with butter with the result that even
when you purchase butter you purchase along with

it the Vanaspati. Thus Vanaspati is a substance
which directly promotes dishonesty. Even if there
were no other ground for stopping the manufacture

of this product, this should be regarded as a
sufficient one.

The problem of cattle-breeding has become
more difficult on account of this substance. The
genuine ghee producer not being able to get
adequate price for ghee neglects his cattle and
both the health and the quality of milk are getting
deteriorated. Just as bad coins drive out good ones,
the Vanaspati will in the long run drive out ghee
from the market. Thus it is an issue which is

independent of the opinion of technical experts

on the nutritional value of the Vanaspati

or hardened oil. I feel that the issue is being
unnecessarily confounded by bringing in the gques-

‘tion of nutrition. Nutritional research may be
important for determining the relative values of
butter, shee, unrefined oil and refined oil. Hydro-
genated oil stands differently. 3

It is contended by some that the city consumer
demands Vanaspati instead of the refined oil,
because of the appearance of the former in a
granular form. Without eating ghee itself he is

able to obtain the satisfaction of takipg‘some.thing
like it, He wants to persuade himself into believing

that he is using ghee. If there are such people

indeed, a proper thing.is to make them realize
their mistake and train them correctly instead of
catering to them a thing which is not to their
benefit. Those who cannot "afford to consume
genuine ghee because of its expensiveness should
take oil in the form of oil itself and not in the
form of a substance which looks like ghee but is
even perhaps inferior to oil. Even as we may not

allow opium trade, we must not allow the trade of
edible hydrogenated oils.

I also draw the reader’s attention to Shri
Jhaverbhai Patel’s article on ‘“Non-edible Oils of

India' published elsewhere in this issue, as indirectly
bearing on this subject.
New Delhi, 3-8-48 , K..G. MASHRUWALA

ISM, INTEGRITY AND CHARACTER

[ It is a coincidence that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
has expressed views similar to those set forth in
the course of the. main article of the last issue, in
his speech at Madras, while unveiling Shri Rajaji's
portrait at the Legislative Assembly Chamber, on
July 24c¢h, 1948. _ K. G M.]

“While I was young I used to attach a great
deal of importance to what may be called various
‘isms', policies, etc. Of course, I still attach
importance to them because they represent a
certain objective, a certain approach and a certain
method of work. I still attach importance to
them, though relatively, in a lesser .degree now
than previously. Why? Because I have come to
feel more and more that the primary thing [ should

“aeek in an individual is not so much, what creed
‘he possesses, his religion, politics ot economics,

important though they be. The primary thing in
an individual is his integrity. If he is not a person
of integrity; then it does not do very much good,
even though he possesses high ideals, from a

_political or an economic point of view.

\
“I valued integrity. But, somehow, T felt that
the expression of a certain policy was more
important. But my later experience came to show

that the expression of mere policy could not be
taken for granted. Indeed, much of the high ideals

put forward by persons were often exploited for
base purposes. Apart from deliberate exploitation
of these purposes unconsciously many of our people
thought that they have done their duty to the
country by merely giving expression to certain
noble sentiments and then possibly indulging in
anything but noble activities. So, I have come to
value much more the integrity of the individual
than merely his expression of certain political or
economic policy althoush, of course, in dealing
with national and international matters, one cannot
just go merely on the basis of integrity, important
as it is. Integrity is a basic thing out of which
policy may grow: but integrity is not policy.

“ There is another aspect I must speak about.
Every country, normally speaking, has a certain
individuality and genius of its own. How is the

greatness of a country measured? Not by its
riches, nor by its material possessions. In India what

is valued, respected and honoured, is obviously not
material possessions, or persons with high decorations
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and titles. Even though we may have Rajas,
Mabharajas and Nawabs, I'itghnesses and Exalted
Highnesses, they are really not thought of much
by the common man. Title or no title; riches or
otherwise, these make no difference to the
ordinary individual. Possessions do not appeal to
an Indian mind, though, of course, many people
bow down before money and power. Essentially,
the thing India has honoured in the past and
even today honours, is wisdom and learning.
More even than that, India honours a certain
_spirit of service. That is the fundamental® thing
that has always been placed first in the Indian
mind, not in every individual mind but the
group or the natiomal misd, if I may say so. So,
we honour tremendously a man like Mahatma
Gandhi for, what I may call, the opposite of
possessions, titles, etc. Likewise, we honour Rajaji
for his spirit of individuality, service and sacrifice.
Rajaji represents fundamentally the highest type
of the mind of India.” JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
( From the Hindu of 25-7-'48)

«THE MODERN DEBTOR”

It had all along been accepted in the past that
the man who pays the piper calls the tune. The

creditor usually dictated terms to the debtor. India-

has attained independencé but has not increased
her bargaining capacity. She is the acknowledged
creditor of Great Britain for about 1200 crores
after making all manner of unilateral deduction
from her credits. A delegation led by our Finance
Minister went to London to settle the terms of
agreement regarding the settlement of Sterling
Balances. The outcome of it is that Great Britain
whose income is over £ 800 million has successfully
pleaded that it is impossible for her to pay, in

the near future, the amount that she owes to India
which is less than 1/6th of her annual income. In

ordinary life we would consider it absurd for a
man who earns Rs. 8,000 a year to plead that it
is beyond his capacity to pay off a debt of Rs. 1200.
Yet our debtor has successfully convinced our
representatives that the situation calls for a very
long term settlement !

After the devastation brought in India by the
British and American forces using India as their
base for Asia in the last war, our rural parts
require a considerable amount to be spent on
development. The cradits were obtained by England
taking by political power commodities from India
for war use. Now they plead their inability to
return the amount in a reasonably short time. We
require a great deal of capital to develop our rural
areas. Erosion has to be stopped. Irrigation works
have to be developed and canals have to be built.
‘These are all items on which the recovered amount of
Sterling Balances should be spent but it would seem
as though interested parties are anxious to lay their
hands on this wealth so that their own programme
of industrialization may -be stepped up. Our
negotiators have been more than anxious to obtain
capital goods for industrialists of India. When we

look at this question it would seem wrong to
obtain these Sterling Balances and use them for the
benefit of the industrialises while leaving the

" countryside, which built up the credits, to suffer

for lack of materials. We had suggested previously
also that this money when -recovered should be
utilized for the purpose of betterment of the village
people. We cannot take the money that belongs to
one section of the population and give it to the
other section. But unfortunately industrialists in our

. country are almost asépowerful as the industrialists

abroad, and therefore they are influencing the
Government to agree to financial terms which
would certainly be detrimental to the mterests of
the rural population.

We trust that as and when the money is renhzed
the Government will see fts way to spending it in
rural area for the benefit of the people.

J. C. KUMARAPPA

SHRI VINOBA AT AJMER-VI-VIL
14-5-1948
The dargah of Hazrat Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti

‘at Ajmer is regarded as the greatest dargah in India.

It is known in shorb as the Dargah Sharif ( the holy
shrine) of Khwaja Pir. Hor the last eight centuries, an
annual wrs is held af this place for nine days, commenc-
ing from the 1st day of Rajab. The special feature
of this dargah is that it is visited not only by Muslims
but also by Hindus. Guru Nanak had also come here
and prayed in if. During these 800 years, Ajmer has
been ruled by Rajputs, Marathas and other non-Muslim
kings, buf every ruler took eare to probeet a,nd main-
tain the dargah with due respeet.

QOwing to the recent communal dlSLUlh&.D.CGS several
Muslims of Ajmer have migrated to Pakistan. Gandhiji
was anxious that wrs of Dargak Sharif should be held
as usual this year also without any obstacle. He had
therefore promised to visit the wrs when it came. But
God willed it otherwise and took Gandhiji in His own
care.

Several Muslims of Ajmer requested Shri Vinoba
to visit the dargah in lieu of Gandhiji. Shri Vinoba
consented and reached Ajmer on the 9th May, i. e. a
day previous to the commencement of the period of
pilgrimage.

‘While the pilgrimage lasts, Friday naturally witnesses
the largest prayer gathering. On Hriday, (14th May )
Shri Vinoba reached the dargak at 1. 30 p. m. sharp.
The prayer was about to begin. After the customary
khutbah and namaz ( praise and ~prayer of the Lord )
were over, Shri Vinoba was requested to address the
andience. The calm and serene atmosphere which
prevailed in the gathering during the prayers had deeply
moved Shri Vinoba and when he is so moved ifi
becomes almost impossible for him te spealk. His voice
failed him and tears began to roll down his eyes. He
spoke for about 15 minutes with great difficulty.

The scens that followed Shri Vinoba's ssrmon will .
never bs forgotten by those who witnessed it. Shri
Vinoba, was seated on a high dais. Hundreds of Muslims,
children, young and old, went up to Shri Vinoba to
kiss his palm and apply it to their eyes. This was
called mwafe. They did it with such feelings of love
and respect thabt every spesctator was moved to the
extreme. Thers were tGears in the eyes of several
Muslims. It reminded old Muslim workers of the days
betiwean 1919 and 1921 when Gandhiji had attended
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thls urs fm bhme years consecutively, and a.ddressed
the audience from he very place on which Shri Vinoha
was then seated. They offered  mmujafa to Shri Vinoha
in the same manner as to Bapu.

The presence of Shri Vinoba and his speeches in
Ajmer had considerable. effect on the minds of the
Hindus and Muslims and i6 was felt that the atmesphere
of Ajmer had considerably improved by his visik.

. 1

FAITH AND APOLOGY
{ Post-Namaz Speech At 2. 30 P. M. )

In his post-namaz speech Shri Vinoba expressed
his happiness to be among them. They Imew that
Gandhiji had promised to attend the pilgrimage bub
God had willed it otherwise. As the Quran had said,
“ Tt happens what God chooses. Ha alone knows when
and how a person would die.” Shri Vinoba was nob
there as proxy for Mahatmaji, It was impossible for
him to do what Gandhiji could have done. God
had not given him that capacity. All that he eould do
was to express his feeling of kind- regards for them.
They had been told that he was at Ajmer on: Gandhiji's
mission. No doubt he wished so, but God alone knew
whether he could do it. FHe did not believe himgelf
to he anything more than an humble servant of God

* ( khudai khidmatgar ). Bub no sooner had Shri Vinoba
said thus, he corrected himself by saying that that too
wag, perhaps, a figures of speech, for to speak accurately,
God did not meed anybody’s services. He was gam
( most independent ). In the name of service the so-
callad servant simply served himself. It was not possible
for man’s speech to speak about God in an exact manner.
As the Quran said, if all the oceans became inkand all
the trees provided pens, even then it would not be
possible to give the full and correct deseription of God.
There was a similar verse in Sanskrit also. Bub still,
man tried to do it and got self-satisfaction by making
an honest effort to do s8. Bub affer making all attempts
he was forced to wind ‘up with: Allah ho Akbar!
Allah ko Akbar | (Thou art great, Thou arb greatest
of all.) Language could not proceed further. ;

Tt was said that man must believe in God. But
what was the meaning of believing ? Anyone might say
that he believed in God. But it was one thing to say
and quite anobher to do it;—and so when one said

“that he believed in God, he must prove it. What was
the proof of belief ? It was that the believer must do
good deeds, serve the poor and liquidate his egotism.

Then only could he say that he believed in God. Mers

assertions had no value.

The Quran further said that the fruit of evil deeds
was evil and of good deeds good. If one did not witness
the trath of this statement during his lifetime he
would do it afterwards. There was no escape from it. The
life was a test. God had granted life to man in order
to test his faith. If he passed the test during the sharb
gpan of his life, he was a true belisver.

The people of India had daring the last few months
done grossly evil things. The Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs —
all were guiléy. It was no use attempting to apportion
the percentage of blame among them. The proper thing
was humbly and sincerely to pray to God saying,
“Thou art our Help and our Light, forgive us our
trespasses. "' If God were to apply strict tests, as he
had every right and authority to do, he could punish
those who had trespassed. But where was the man who
could pass a test if God applied it strictly ? So man’s
ultimate resort was to ask humbly for forgiveness.
Shri Vinoba said, he therefore, prayed tio God humbly on

behalf of all the Indians — Hindus, Muslims, Silkhs a.nd
others, to grant them pardoa for what they had done.

Coneluding, he said, he would not be able to speak
further even if he tried to. This country belongad to all.
All the communities were born in the dust of this land
and would again return to it. They must therefore love
one another, have room for one another in their hearts
and live like brothers. He was anxzious to see a day
dawning over Ihdia when all the people of ITndia belonging
to every religion, men as well as women, congregabing
together to offer their prayers to God. It was nof 2
customary in India for women to join with men in
their prayers. But customs were changeable and could
be changed in order that they might advance further.
For they must reach a stage when at the time of
standing in the presence of the Maker, they forgot all
differences whatsoever, whether of casbe, creed, race or
sex. He who had conseciousness of distincfions even at
the time of prayer could not be said fo be standing in
God's presence. Surely the star did not shed its separafte
light in the presence of the sun. In the same way every
individual must merge himself in God. For, He alone
is real, everything else being evanescent.

2 >
NAMES AND FORMS OF GOD

The same evening, Shri Vinoba held the usnal Ashram
prayers abt 6. 30 p. m. at the Dargah Sharif and
again addressed fhe people who had gathered there.
He said that it was a mabbter of regret that though
the Hindu and the Muslim lived together in India for
about a thousand years, one did not knbw the distinctive
features of the other’'s religion. Only some saints like
Kabir and Nanak did so.

The principal feature of Tslam was that it declared
the unity of God unequivocally. They called it tawuhid
meaning unity. This constant and unequivoeal decla-
ration kepl the minds clear. Hinduism also believed in
the unity of God, but it was nsual in Hinduism for
people to pray to Geod in different names. God had
innumerable principles and the principle which a devotee
wanted to develop for himself, he attributed to God
through a spscial name, and worshipped Him in a
special manner. If, for instance, a devotee wanted to
develop the principle of kindness in himself, he thought
of God as an embodiment of Kindness and Merey and
Compassion. He who wanted o be truthful, attributed
Truth as His fundamental principle. Worship also thus
took different forms. This led to misunderstandings at
times. There was a reference to such misunderstandings
in the Quran also. Somsebody asked the Prophset how
it was that sometimes He called the Deity as Allah,
and sometimes as Rahim. Did the Prophet worship
different deities ? The Prophet replied that Allak and
Rahim were one. They had just heard the psalm,
which said that Rahim Kare Rahiman (He who acts
kindly is: Kindness itiself). Hindus had imagined various
concrelie forms for personifying the different prmclplea
attributed to God. People must have often sesn in the
papers published for masses and the la.boumng
classes, that information of events was often conveyed
through appropriate pictures instead of language. In the
same way images were mataphorical representations of
God’s attributes. The Hindus had developed a technique
of worship through such images. It made things easier
for them although it was also capable of creating false
nofions. To avoid the latfer, Islam munequivoeally
rejected pictorial representations and emphasized His
unity. This was & very imporhant contribution, a
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* good clearance for whieh the world must be thankful
to Islam. It was necessary- to get beyond the pictorial
representations, and believe that there was only one
and the same. God who dwelt in the heart of every one.
15-5-48
3
No PRIVATE VIOLENCE
This was Shri Vinoba's last post-prayer sermon ab
Ajmer. After having stayed for a week, he was leaving
Ajmer that night. He was happy to sbay with the
people. They had treated him as one of themselves.
Hyeryons vied in showing their love towards him,
for which he felt very very thankful to them. He
referred to the meetings at the Dargah Sharif of the
previous day and was glad to note that a happy change in
the atmosphere had come over AJmel. The usual Ashram
prayers were held at the dargdah. The Sanskrit verses
were recited and all listened fo them with due devotion
and respect. It was indeed the grace of God and the
marbyrdom of Bapun that brought this about. It was
most necessary to preserve the good atmosphere which
had been created. Shri Vinoba repeated what he had
aaid before that Ajmer was from ancient times the
place where various veligions met together. It was an
important cenfral place of Hindus, Muslims, Jains and
Avya Samajists. That could not be a mere aceident. He
was reminded of the Pushkar Kshetra nearby, which
was dedicated to Brahma. They knew that Brahma was
represented as having four faces in the four directions.
He looked at the world from every side and also made
his face visible from all sides.

Shri Vinoba said that the tragie events which had
taken place towards the end of the last year should
now be forgotten and be relegated o history. They
must now again spread the message of love which was
more permanent.

Tndia was a very greaf country. Men from all
parts of the world had at some time or other made
it their home. It was almost a federation of all the

nations of the world. A country of that type had a -

heavy responsibility upon it. Gandhiji had given them
the message of non-violence. It was the message of
India herself. Gandhiji was only an instrament for
delivering it. In a counfry as big as a continent and
inhabited by countless social groups human life and
liberby could stay and thrive only through non-violencs,
that is to say, hy abjurement of violence from every
department of life. But he did not want to stress that
point at that meeting. He wanted to speak about non-
violence only in & limited manner. He wanbed them
to consider how the people could remain free in a
country inhabited by different communities. The only
way was to give the power of punishment to the ruling
authority and to be non-violent in one's own person. If
that was not done and people used violence against one
another and took the law into their own hands, it
would be impossible to have an orderly Government in
the country. It was therefore necessary that individuals
must aceept t.he;. law of non-violence in their own
behaviour,

- want of an opportunitysto use it. If the peopls

A time must come when the power of punishment
even of the Government must beecme worthless for
wers
fully disciplined in their internal organizations and
life, Government would not need its power of punish-
ment and they would attain the stage known as
ideal anarchy. The intervening stage between ideal
anarchy and private vengeance was the delegation of
the power of punishment to the State. That was the
way to proceed from viclence towards non-violenes. If
India took to this road, it would also solve the
world problems, because India was a small world by
herself. In the pictorial representation of God it was
usual among Hindus to give a weapon into one of the
hands of the deity. It meant that God alone was
entitled o use a weapon. If India could reach that
stage it would achieve what mno other country- had
achieved. But even if they could not do that, they
could at least delegate the use of weapon to the State
and themselves become volaries of non-violence. That
was the way to bring peace and unity in the country.
It would .reduce the possibility of aggression from
outside. Armies would have no work and it would be
possible to employ the soldiers in producing food. That
was the ideal to which they had fto reach.

It was an ideal which was worthy of every aspiring
young hearf. There was a great respoasibility upon the
younger generation. India had obtained her independence
through non-violence. There had been battles of freedom
in other countries also. Bubt no country had accepted
non-violence as a technique for winning independence.
The eyes of the world were now rivetted upon India
to see how India. developed this unique weapon of
theirs in fubture. Young men of India musht realize
that they did not need to learn their sociclogy from
the West. In the matter of sociology, the countries of
the West were yet infants. India was experienced and
aged, It had a wide and liberal science of social order.
It had to be developed further and perfected so that it
could become a guide to other nations also. They must
not imitate the insanity whiech had been prevailing in
the West. If they did so, they would always be slaves
of the West and lose their own originality. The young
men must therefore develop the strength of non-violence.
They must study the bases of Indian eciyilization. They
must realize that all the thought-currents from the-
times of the Vedas till the present led them stage by
stage towards non-violence. No country had such rich
inheritance as India. It was the responsibility of young
India to preserve that inheritance and increase if.

D. D.
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